The diagnostic yield of only one occipito-mental radiograph in cases of suspected midfacial trauma--or is one enough?
The number of radiographic examinations should be reduced to clinical needs. Often in cases of suspected midfacial injury three views comprise a routine 'facial view' survey. A reduction in patient radiation exposure and X-ray costs would be achieved if only one occipito-mental radiograph was used. In this study the ability of Accident and Emergency staff to diagnose the presence of fractures using the standard occipito-mental view was assessed. The specificity value was 90% and the sensitivity was 75%. Few fractures were missed on initial scrutiny and in cases of doubt further views would be requested. Therefore the findings would suggest that only one view is sufficient for routine assessment.